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WHAT IS THE BOOK ABOUT?

The Luke and Jenny series of historical adventures bring the past vividly alive, making it exciting and real for young readers.  In Riding with the James Gang, youngsters are immediately drawn into the tragedy of the American Civil War the rugged times of the old west of the 1870s and early 1880s which followed.  They are right there with Luke and Jenny as they’re whisked back in time allowing them to witness firsthand the life and times of some of the most notorious outlaws of the old west—the James Younger Gang.  Along the way, Luke and Jenny learn valuable lessons that apply to their own lives.  Will they have some fascinating tales to tell their dad when he comes home from Iraq.

Riding with the James Gang is an exciting journey that tells the facts of lives and times of Frank and Jesse James, two brothers who found themselves in the wrong place and time during the Civil War and their nearly twenty years of banditry with the Younger brothers and others.

WHAT MAKES THIS BOOK UNIQUE?

· Because history is too often taught as simply names and dates, many students find the information boring and difficult to absorb.  But history doesn’t have to be that way.  History is really the story of people and what they’ve done.  It’s about studying the past in an effort to understand why people do the things they do.

· Through Luke and Jenny, young readers get to know the people of the past.  It never gets boring, as Luke and Jenny are able to see the people in the past but are powerless to do anything that would change the course of history.  Of course, that doesn’t mean they won’t try!  Unusual things happen throughout the book as Luke and Jenny attempt to interact with –– or sometimes try to keep out of the way of –– people most of us read about in history books

