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Wild West comes alive for young readers in a new novel about Jesse James

As their summer vacation draws to a close Luke and Jenny have camped out on their great-grandmother’s back porch.  But their sweet dreams are interrupted when Kate, the ghost of a young farm girl, takes them back in time and they discover the life and times of the James-Younger gang.
All this takes place within the pages of Riding with the James Gang – a Luke and Jenny Adventure, the latest installment of the award-winning series of historical fiction novels by Gayle Martin, famous throughout Arizona for bringing alive the state’s colorful past as a performer and storyteller.

In Martin’s book a camp-out on their great-grandmother’s back porch is suddenly interrupted by Kate, the ghost of a young farm girl who had lived in the area more than a century before.  Kate then guides the two siblings through the events of that fateful time, explaining to them what is happening and why.  Young readers are right there with Luke and Jenny as they learn firsthand the true story of the James-Younger gang through the Civil War and into their outlaw days.  Adults, too, will learn facts about this notorious gang that they may never have known.

“Because history is too often taught as simply names and dates,” says Martin, “youngsters find the information boring and difficult to absorb.”  But history doesn’t have to be that way, she says.  “History is really the story of people and what they’ve done.  Through Luke and Jenny, young readers will get to know the people of the past and what they did.”

The book, the third of a series of historical fiction novels by Martin, is being published by Five Star Publications, Inc.  Other books in this series are Gunfight at the O.K. Corral: Luke and Jenny Visit Tombstone, an honorable mention at the 2007 Hollywood Book Festival, and Billy the Kid and the Lincoln Country War: a Luke and Jenny Adventure, a finalist in the 2007 Indie Book Awards of Excellence.  
Scheduled for release in January, 2010, Riding with the James Gang – a Luke and Jenny Adventure (ISBN 9788-158985-164-1, historical fiction, is published by Five Star Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 6698, Chandler, AZ, 85246. The book will be available through Ingram and Baker & Taylor. To request a free review copy and/or to schedule an interview with the author, please contact Gayle Martin.
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