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Arizona author and storyteller Gayle Martin joins Tombstone Chamber of Commerce

When Gayle Martin returned to Phoenix, Arizona, in 1997 to further her career in art, her plans quickly got sidetracked when she learned of the plans to demolish the Ciné Capri, an old and revered movie theatre in town.  Her father, W. E. “Bill” Homes, Jr., was the contractor who had built the landmark structure in 1966.  A campaign was begun to save the theatre, but it was not to be. The theatre was razed in 1998, just weeks after her father passed away.  The whole experience, however, ignited within Gayle a passion for history and more importantly, for keeping history alive. 

Inspired by the efforts to preserve her father’s theatre, she discovered a new outlet for her talents.

In 2002, Gayle created Arizona Living History Programs, and has taken audiences on “time travel trips” by speaking as a historic character, dressed in a period costume.  She has performed for schools, universities, associations, convention groups, and corporations.  One of her composite characters is a woman by the name of Elizabeth St. Claire.  Through this persona, Gayle becomes “The Old West Storyteller” and shares tales of what is was like in the Arizona Territory, placing a special emphasis on Tombstone and the events surrounding the famous gunfight that occurred near the O.K. Corral.  

“I have been amazed at the overall positive response audiences of all ages have had for my old west character,” says Martin.  “Particularly the schools.  There is a genuine interest out there in the O.K. Corral story, and the youngsters, especially 4th and 5th graders, can’t get enough of it.  Kids that age really enjoy learning about people from the past—particularly famous people from their home state.”

It was this interested that inspired Martin to write a version of the Tombstone story just for those young readers.

“While researching and developing my Old West Storyteller program I discovered there were many well researched books on Tombstone out there.  But there was a problem.  Many were written for college level readers.  And while historically accurate, some were highly technical in their writing style and difficult to read, making the material too advanced for young readers to grasp.  There was no children’s book out there, so I decided to fill in the gap.”

Writing a book for young readers requires a whole different approach than writing for adults.

“History is too often taught as simply names and dates,” says Martin, “and youngsters find the information boring and difficult to absorb.”  But history doesn’t have to be that way, she says.  “History is really the story of people and what they’ve done.  My goal was to write the Tombstone story as a story, with heroes and villains.”

But there is more to it than that.

“Young readers need characters they can connect with; characters like themselves.  So I created two fictitious youngsters, Luke, and his sister Jenny, who visit Tombstone with their mother.  They are then mysteriously swept back into time where they come face-to-face with Wyatt Earp and his brothers.”

All this takes place within the pages of Gunfight at the O.K. Corral – Luke and Jenny Visit Tombstone.  Young readers are right there with Luke and Jenny as they learn firsthand the true story of the Earp brothers and what lead to the historic shootout.  Adults, too, will learn facts about this famous confrontation that they may never have learned.

Martin is currently working on the next installment of her Luke and Jenny series of historical adventures, Billy the Kid and the Lincoln County War.   She is also works with the Arizona Historical Society Museum in Tempe as a member of their Amazing Arizonans, and is a candidate member of the Arizona Chapter of the National Speakers Association.

Scheduled for release in January 2007, Gunfight at the O.K. Corral – Luke and Jenny Visit Tombstone (ISBN 978-1-58985-050-7, historical fiction, is published by Five Star Legends, 4696 W. Tyson Street, Chandler, AZ 85226. The book will be available through Ingram and Baker & Taylor. To request a free review copy and/or to schedule an interview with the author, please contact the publisher.
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